Delta Farmland
Photo Contest

Top 12 of 2011
for the
2012 Photo Calendar




The Delta Farmland Photo Contest
was held for the first time this year
by five 3rd year UBC students.

The incentive: Urban expansion is
threatening local farmland and
wildlife habitats. Our goal was to
raise awareness for Delta Farmland
and Wildlife Trust (DF&WT) and for
Delta as a farming community.

DF&WT is a non-profit organization
which provides cost-share funding to
farmers so they can establish wildlife
habitat and/or invest in long term
soil fertility.

Their mission is:

Promote the preservation of
farmland and wildlife habitat on the
lower Fraser River delta through co-
operative land stewardship with
local farmers.

For further information visit DF&WT
www.deltafarmland.ca
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The lower Fraser River Delta has some of the most fertile land in BC. It is also
recognised internationally because it forms the largest estuary along the Pacific Coast of
North America.
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Annually this estuary is home to 5 million birds. Thousands of Mall ards spend winter
on the Fraser River delta. They are omnivores and feed on farm land including fields
planted with Winter Cover
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Hedgerow Stewardship Program
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These hedges provide year-round wildlife habitat and
attribute to half of the bird species found on a typical piece of farm
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The Lesser Snow Goosecan be seen in large numbers in west Delta between October and April. These birds spend
the winter feeding in fields and Winter Cover Crops until they leave in the spring for their Arctic breeding areas.
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The Sandhill Cranes mate for life and, though they can live up t o 20 years of age, they only begin mating between the ages of 2 -7 years.
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Bumblebees are crucial for agricultural crop yield. The Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust

helps provide habitat for them through
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Hedgerows and Grassland Set-asides.
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Grassland Set-aside Stewardship Program: This program e ncourages farmers to plant
fields with grasses and clover to restore the soil and provide habitat for wildlife
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Winter Cover Crop Stewardship Program: Helps farmers establish vegetative cover on
their fields before winter to provide a feeding habitat for herbivores, protect from soil
erosion and improve soil
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Harvest! The pumpkin

community.
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The Bald Eagle is the largest predatory bird seen on the Fraser River delta, with a
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The silt and clay deposited by the Fraser River over the last 10,000 years makes the region
extremely fertil e for both agricultural production and wildlife. We are lucky to have this natural
treasure so close to home; hopefully we can preserve it for years to come.
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