Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust

HEDGEROW STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM:

Planting Native Trees & Shrub

Native trees and shrubs can provide wildlife habitat on farmlands of the Fraser River Delta

Native trees and shrubs can be planted on farms in various
configurations to improve wildlife habitat diversity,
provide windbreaks, refuges for beneficial insects and
drainage control. One of the best ways of including these
habitat elements on your farm is in the form of hedgerows.
Hedgerows are linear barriers of trees, shrubs, perennial
forbs and/or grasses wusually associated with field
boundaries. Within an agricultural landscape hedgerows
provide food, offer concealment and thermal cover,
provide breeding sites and can function as travel corridors
connecting habitat fragments. In some areas, habitat
provided by these structures has become extremely
important in supporting wildlife communities, particularly
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breeding, migrating and wintering birds. World-wide,
intensification of agriculture has resulted in significant loss
of these important ecosystem components and many
countries, particularly in Europe, have implemented agri-
environment schemes to rebuild hedgerows. Under these
programs, landowners receive payments for creating and
maintaining hedgerow habitat on their farms.

Selecting a diverse mix of native trees and shrubs while
planting hedgerows on your farm will improve the wildlife
value of planted areas on your farm. This fact sheet
identifies a number of species suitable for planting on
Delta farms and outlines some of the wildlife benefits
provided by them.
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Considerations for Planting

v’ native species, adapted to regional conditions benefit ~Farmyard Field Corners
wildlife most X v

v locally grown plants are likely to thrive best

v' a variety of species, including a mix of trees and
shrubs, will provide a varied food supply throughout
the year

v a mix of coniferous and deciduous trees will provide
thermal and security cover throughout the year

v’ the best hedgerows are a minimum of 4 — 5 meters in
width while maximizing length

v' connecting hedgerows to woodlots, natural areas and Field Margins (Hedgerows)

other hedgerows allows movement of animals — ==,
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hedgerow increases habitat value

Delta Farmland &Wildlife Trust provides funding to establish new hedgerows on farmland in Delta as well as a cost share
for land taken out of agricultural production. If you are interested in applying to our waiting list, please contact our office.

CONTACT DETAILS: Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust is a non-profit, charitable society whose mission is
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust to promote the preservation of farmland and associated wildlife habitat on the
205 — 4882 Delta Street Fraser River delta through sustainable farming and land stewardship.

Delta, BC V4K 2T8

Phone: (604) 940-3392

Fax : (604) 946-7820

Email : dfwt@dccnet.com
Web : www.deltafarmland.ca

The DF&WT Hedgerow Program and songbird monitoring is currently funded by: The
VYR Wildlife Stewardship Fund and the many supporters of DF&WT.




