
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust 
2010-11 Annual Report 

"Conserving farmland and wildlife through  
co-operative land stewardship." 



 
 

Cover Photo Credits 
 

Top Row, Left: Westham Island farm lane-way; Tyler Garnham© (www.tylergarnham.com ) 
Top Row, Center: Barn Owl, Sofi Hindmarch 

Top Row, Right: Grain Combine, Markus Merkens 
Second Row from Top, Left: Bean Combine, Markus Merkens 
Second Row from Top, Center: Snow Geese, David Bradbeer 

Center Row, Right: Potato Crop and Sprayer; Tyler Garnham© (www.tylergarnham.com ) 
Third Row from Top, Left: Marsh Wren on Hawthorn; David Bradbeer 

Third Row from Top, Center: Local Vegetables and Fruit; Markus Merkens 
Bottom Row, Left: Townsend's Vole, Markus Merkens 

Bottom Row, Right: Short-eared Owl, Hank Tseng 
 
Thank you to everyone who has provided photographs to Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust. If you are 
interested in contributing your own photos of wildlife and farming, please contact DF&WT at 604-940-
3392 or dfwt@dccnet.com. 
 
 

Our Supporters 
 

 The Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust relies on additional funding to deliver the full extent of our 
stewardship programs.  We would like to recognize the agencies who provided funding to our 

Stewardship Programs in 2010/11. 
 

Delta Agricultural Society 
Vancouver Foundation 

Ducks Unlimited Canada 
BC Waterfowl Society 

Vancity 
Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation 

Agriculture, Environment, and Wildlife Fund 
Environment Canada 
Corporation of Delta 

 
and 

 

Private Donations  



Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust: Our Mission 
DF&WT is a non-profit organization that promotes the preservation of farmland and wildlife habitat on 
the lower Fraser River delta (Municipality of Delta, City of Richmond) through co-operative land 
stewardship.  
 

Challenges to Farming and Wildlife Conservation 
Farmland on the lower Fraser River delta is ideal for food production because the soils are fertile and 
the region has a 
relatively long growing 
season.  The area is also 
important for a 
diversity of migratory 
birds that either use the 
delta as a stopover 
before they continue 
their journey or spend 
the entire winter.  
Despite the suitability 
of the area for farming 
and wildlife, there are 
challenges facing both. 
 
The heavy silt/clay soils 
of local farms are prone 
to degradation when 
overworked by 
machinery.  Tractors and other farm equipment can compact the soil and intensive tillage speeds the 
breakdown of soil organic matter, a crucial component of soil fertility.  Farmers can fallow (rest) land by 
planting grasses and clovers and leaving the field alone for a period of time, however many farms simply 
cannot afford to take crop fields out of production.  

 
Wildlife, especially 
migratory birds, are also 
challenged to survive in 
the increasingly developed 
landscape of the lower 
Fraser River delta.  Almost 
80% of the marsh present 
a century ago has been 
drained and only 600 
hectares of grassland are 
present in the 
Municipality of Delta, 
compared to an estimated 
6,000 hectares before 
1890. Native shrubs  and 
tree communities have 
dwindled as well. 

Tyler Garnham© 

Tyler Garnham© 

Cedar Waxwing perched in a farm hedgerow 



Farmland Stewardship in Action 
DF&WT has developed stewardship programs to address the challenges facing agriculture and wildlife 
conservation.  Through the stewardship programs, local farmers are eligible for cost-share payments 
when they plant crops that are beneficial to wildlife and/or agricultural production.  The management 
guidelines that farmers follow to be eligible for the programs are guided by extensive research. 
 
Each program addresses a specific example of wildlife conservation and/or agricultural production.  The 
Grassland Set-aside Stewardship Program pays farmers to fallow land, which improves soil fertility, 
while providing habitat  for a diversity of grassland raptors, wading birds, songbirds, small mammals, 
and pollinating insects.  The Winter Cover Crop Stewardship Program helps cover the cost of 
establishing vegetative cover on fields before winter, which protects the soil from erosion, improves soil 
fertility, and provides feeding 
habitat for herbivorous 
waterfowl and shorebirds.  
Through the Hedgerow 
Stewardship Program, linear 
corridors of native shrubs and 
trees are planted along farm 
fields to provide habitat for 
songbirds, raptors, and 
pollinating insects.  Similar 
corridors of grasses are planted 
along field edges through the 
Grass Margin Stewardship 
Program.  Farmers can also 
apply to cover some of the 
costs of soil amendments and 
management through the Field 
Liming and Laser Leveling 
Stewardship Programs.  Lime 
maintains soil pH at optimum 
levels so that plants can grow 
effectively and laser leveling 
improves drainage on fields 
that are prone to flooding.   
 
By providing solutions to 
farmers that are compatible 
with their crop rotations, the 
DF&WT Stewardship Programs 
are contributing to the 
availability of wildlife habitat 
and the long-term viability of 
local farming operations, which 
ensures that land will continue 
to be available for food 
production and wildlife 
conservation. Tyler Garnham© 


